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COMMITTEE PURPOSE 
Kindergarten in the Common Core Era 
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CCSS and Kindergarten 

Opportunities 

Challenges 
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The AASD Kindergarten in the Common Core Era Committee was formed to identify developmentally appropriate/best practices to achieve the new WI State Standards in Mathematics and English Language Arts in Kindergarten.  To identify and balance the opportunities with the challenges.
22 member committee with representation from district and elementary administration, Title I Preschool, Kindergarten and Itinerant Kindergarten, Literacy Coach, and 4K.
Committee established in the 2012-2013 school year, and completed its work in 2013-2014.




AASD KINDERGARTEN 
PHILOSOPHY/BROCHURE 

Kindergarten in the Common Core Era Committee 
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Let’s talk about definitions of PLAY 
“Unfortunately, however, the definition of “play “has been 
somewhat elusive in the literature.” 
 - Hirsch-Pasek et. al. (2009). A Mandate for Playful  
 Learning in Preschool 
 
Sorting out the nuances in the meaning of play: 
• Free play 
• Play-based learning 
• Playful learning 
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AASD KINDERGARTEN BROCHURE 
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2013-2014 ACTION PLAN 
Kindergarten in the Common Core Era 
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Action Plan Focus Areas 
• Class Size Research 
• Maximizing Schedule/Free Play 
• 4K to 5K Transition & Parent Engagement 
• Differentiated Rest Time 
• Homework 
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Class Size Research- What is an appropriate class size for kindergarten?
Maximizing Schedule/Free Play- How do we fit it all in?
4K to 5K Transition & Parent Engagement- How can we make this a optimal transition for  parents and students?
Differentiated Rest Time- How do we accommodate the needs of those kindergarteners who need rest?
Homework- What should homework expectations be in kindergarten?




CLASS SIZE RESEARCH 
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Class size effect size=.21 
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We want to spend our time, resources, and energy on influences that have an effect size of .4 or above.
One reason for these small effect sizes MAY relate to teachers of smaller classes adopting the same teaching methods as they are used in larger classes and thus not optimizing the opportunities presented by having fewer students. 
Action??—work with SAGE teachers to optimize working with smaller classes…will that increase effect size? 



MAXIMIZING YOUR SCHEDULE/FREE 
PLAY 
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Maximizing Your Schedule 

• Identification of the necessary 
components of a kindergarten 
schedule. 

• Planned integration of curricular 
areas. 

• Recognition of how a kindergarten 
schedule changes across a school 
year. 
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Free Play in  
Kindergarten Schedules 
• The AASD Kindergarten in the Common Core Era’s 

Committee recommendation is that each kindergarten 
class schedule 20-30 minutes/day of Free Play.   

• How Free Play is represented on a teacher’s schedule will 
be building specific based on such factors as the master 
schedule/given blocks of time. 

• Flexibility in scheduling is encouraged in recognition of 
how kindergarten classrooms adjust instruction to meet 
student needs across the school year. 
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4K TO 5K TRANSITION & PARENT 
ENGAGEMENT 
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DIFFERENTIATED REST TIME 
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Differentiated Rest Time
Sleep is essential to learning and healthy cognitive function at all ages.  The early years of childhood are a time of remarkable growth and learning.  Young children, as a result, may be especially in need of memory-consolidating daytime rest in order to experience healthy development and growth.
Sharing of strategies for effective differentiate rest time; meeting the needs of students who need a nap, need rest, and do not need either.






HOMEWORK 
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Homework
Research says…
Sharing of strategies for effective homework practices in Kindergarten.



Homework effect size=0.15  
(for elementary students) 
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We want to spend our time, resources, and energy on influences that have an effect size of .4 or above.
Effects greater for older rather than younger students and greater for older rather than younger students. 
“For too many students, homework reinforces that they cannot learn by themselves, and that they cannot do the schoolwork”…thus undermining motivation and internalizing incorrect routines and strategies.

Parent involvement in learning though 0.51
Overall the higher the hopes and expectations of parents with respect to the educational attainment of their child, the higher the student’s own educational expectation, and ultimately, the greater the students academic achievement.



NEXT STEPS/COMMUNICATION 
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Next Steps/Communication 
• Staff- Summer Literacy Institute Session (August 

2014) 
• Principals- Topic Meeting Presentation (Fall 2014) 
• Kindergarten Staff Development (Future) 

• Class Size 
• Differentiated Rest Time 
• Homework 
• Routines and Management 
• Other 

• Committee  Work Complete 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Judy



Questions 
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